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FIFTY- FIFTH 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

OF  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY 

OF  THE 

City  of  Worcester, 

Year  1928. 


Worcester  : 

Phillips  and  Probert  Ltd.,  Lowesmoor, 


The  Fifty-fifth  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
being  that  for  the  year  ig28. 


To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 
City  of  Worcester. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year 
1928,  being  the  Thirty-eight  Annual  Report  I  have  made  to  the 
Council. 

The  population  of  the  City  in  the  middle  of  1928  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  52,  650. 

The  Health  of  the  Citizens  during  the  year  was  good,  with 
the  exception  of  a  severe  and  extensive  epidemic  of  Measles 
which  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  caused 
us  no  less  than  35  deaths. 

The  Birthrate  per  1000  of  the  Population  was  14.8  This  is 
the  lowest  birthrate  recorded  during  the  last  10  years. 
The  rate  has  declined  year  by  year  since  1920  when  it  was 
23.2.  (See  Table  1.) 

The  Death-rate  was  13.6  per  1000  of  the  Population.  This 
is  higher  than  any  rate  since  1918.  The  average  rate  of  the 
10  years  1918  to  1927  was  12.9, 
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The  Infant  Death-rate  was  59  per  1000  Births.  The  average 
rate  of  the  10  preceding  years  was  60.1. 

There  is  still  urgent  need  for  building  more  houses.  The 
Chief  Inspector  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  125  cases 
of  gross  overcrowding  that  had  come  to  his  notice  during  the 
year  and  there  were  nearly  500  applications  for  new  houses  in 
the  office  of  the  City  Engineer  at  the  end  of  1928.  The  disas¬ 
trous  results,  both  moral  and  physical,  that  follow  on  over¬ 
crowding  must  be  known  by  all. 

Your  Chief  Inspector  and  his  Assistants  have  worked  loyally, 
and  this  Report  records  the  good  results  of  their  labours  through 
the  year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MABYN  READ. 


May  27th,  1929. 
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General  Statistics,  1928. 


Area  in  Acres 

. .  .... 

-  - 

3,662 

Population  (estimated) 

..  - 

.... 

(R.G.)52,650 

Number  of  structurally  separate  Dwellings  (1921) 

11,984 

Rateable  Value 

.... 

-  - 

£292,759 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

Worcester. 

£1,120 

*107  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Population 

14.8 

16.9 

Annual  Death-rate 

ditto 

13.6 

11.6 

Tuberculosis  (all  kinds) 

ditto 

.91 

— 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

ditto 

.74 

— 

The  Typhoid  Fevers 

ditto 

.03 

0.01 

Measles 

ditto 

.66 

0.15 

Scarlet  Fever 

ditto 

.00 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

ditto 

.05 

0.09 

Whooping  Cough 

ditto 

.09 

0.09 

Influenza 

ditto 

.07 

0.17 

Infant  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  Death-rate 

59 

70 

per  1,000  Births  (under  2  years) 

5.0 

9.6 

*  Taken  from  the  Registrar  General's  Report. 


Population. — The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the 
population  of  the  City  in  the  middle  of  1928  as  52,650. 

The  Birth-rate  was  14.8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded.  The  Births  numbered  784, 
407  females  and  377  males.  Of  these  35  were  illegitimate. 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.7,  and  that 
for  the  107  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  was  16.9 
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The  Death-rate  (Crude)  was  13.6  per  1,000.  This  rate 
is  a  little  higher  than  any  rate  since  1918.  (See  Table  I). 

The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7  and  that 
for  the  107  Great  Towns  was  11.6. 

The  Infant  Death-rate  was  59  per  1,000  births.  During 
the  last  10  years,  a  lower  rate  has  been  recorded  only  3  times. 
(Table  I). 

The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  65  and  that  for  the  107 
Great  Towns  was  70. 

Table  II  shews  the  causes  of  death  of  the  46  Infants  who 
died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year.  It  will  be  seen  that 
15  died  during  the  first  week  and  22  during  the  first  month. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  City. 

Smallpox.  There  is  a  Hospital  off  the  Tolladine  Road 
consisting  of  two  wards,  each  with  8  beds,  and  a  large  tent 
with  a  wooden  floor,  also  adjacent  buildings.  These  structures 
were  in  October,  1928,  taken  over  by  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council,  who  is  now  erecting  permanent  buildings 
on  the  site  which  the  County  Council  has  purchased.  An 
Agreement  has  been  come  to  between  the  City  Council  and 
County  Council  under  which  the  City  can  send  the  persons 
attacked  by  Smallpox  to  this  Hospital. 

Fever  Hospital.  This  is  situate  in  the  Newtown  Road, 
and  admits  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  the  Typhoid 
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Fevers.  This  Hospital  has  52  beds  for  these  diseases  and  this 
has  proved  sufficient  for  many  years  past. 

There  are  also  buildings  for  patients  suffering  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  There  are  13  beds  for  men,  12  for  women,  and  12 
for  Non-Pulmonary  cases. 

The  City  Council  has  also  8  beds,  4  for  men  and  4  for  women, 
reserved  for  Tuberculous  pulmonary  cases  at  Knightwick 
Sanatorium. 

The  Worcester  General  Infirmary  provides  132  beds  for 
surgical  and  Medical  patients  including  one  ward  for  children 
having  30  beds.  In  this  building  the  Treatment  Centre  for 
Venereal  Diseases  is  held,  also  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

At  the  Guardians’  Institution  at  Tallow  Hill  there  are  160 
beds  for  the  sick  and  infirm  and  4  beds  for  Maternity  cases. 

Iffie  Ophthalmic  Hospital  has  9  beds  for  In-patients  ;  the 
Nursing  Institution  in  the  Ty thing  has  a  small  Maternity 
Home  having  9  beds. 

There  is  a  Nursing  Home  at  Southbank  in  the  Bath  Road, 
which  has  17  beds,  and  which  is  fully  equipped  in  all  ways. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  City  Infectious  Hospital  has  a  Motor  Ambulance. 

There  is  a  Motor  Ambulance  kept  by  the  Order  of  St.  John 
and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  which  can  be  obtained  at 
any  time. 
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The  City  Police  have  a  Motor  Van  which  is  used  as  an 
Ambulance  in  case  of  need. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Provided  by  the  City  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  at  54,  Lowesmoor. — 

Medical  Clinics  ....  2  afternoons  a  week. 

Weighing  Centres  ....  2  ,,  ,, 

Tuberculosis  Medical  Clinics.— On  two  afternoons  and 
one  evening  each  week  at  the  Provident  Dispensary,  Bank  Street. 

School  Clinic. — On  Friday  afternoons  at  Tudor  House. 

Provided  by  the  City  Council  in  conjunction  with  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council. 

Venereal  Diseases  Centre. — At  the  General  Infirmary  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons. 

Orthop/edic  Clinic. — At  the  General  Infirmary  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  afternoons. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  City  Council  pay  an  annual  grant  of  £50  to  the  City  and 
County  Nursing  Institution,  and  the  District  Nurses  visit 
children  suffering  from  the  ordinary  children’s  infectious 
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diseases,  and  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  who  are 
bed-ridden. 

The  District  Nurses  also  visit  persons  sick  from  other 
diseases  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  medical  man  in 
attendance  on  the  patient. 


The  City  Water. — During  the  month  of  January,  the  River 
Severn  was  in  flood  and  the  water  very  turbid.  There  was 
also  a  sharp  frost  and  the  water  on  the  filter  beds  was  frozen. 
These  natural  conditions  resulted  in  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  micro-organisms  found  in  the  filtered  water,  but  at 
no  time  were  more  than  one  Bacillus  Coli  per  100  c.c.  found. 

No  B.  Coli  per  100  c.c.  of  filtered  water  were  found  in  any 
sample  examined  except  in  the  month  of  January. 

At  the  end  of  July  the  water  in  the  pure  water  tank  was 
treated  with  Chlorine,  and  from  October  13th  to  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Chlorine  was  in  daily  use,  with  excellent  results. 
There  was  not  during  that  period  any  severe  test  of  the  efficacy 
of  this  treatment,  such  as  severe  frost  and  the  River  being  in 
flood,  but  at  the  end  of  February,  1929,  when  thick  ice  formed 
on  the  filter  beds  and  had  to  be  removed  day  by  day,  the  results 
of  filtration  and  treatment  by  Chlorine  were  very  good. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Ralph  Taylor)  has 
furnished  the  following  information  of  work  done  during 
the  year  : — 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. — Following  the  practice  adopted 
in  previous  years,  a  statement  of  the  sanitary  operations  is 
furnished  below.  On  reference  to  this,  it  will  be  seen  that 
during  the  year  2,257  Nuisances  were  reported  in  connection 
with  811  houses  or  premises. 

To  abate  these  Nuisances,  612  Request  Notices  were  served 
upon  the  responsible  persons,  and  in  337  instances  your 
Committee  gave  instructions  for  Statutory  Notices  to  be 
served.  In  12  instances,  I  had  to  ask  the  Health  Committee 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  ;  but  in  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  actually  serve  a  Summons,  as  the  defects  mentioned 
were  remedied  after  despatching  a  special  letter  to  each  of  the 
Owners  concerned  threatening  proceedings. 

Refuse  Tips. — -The  Refuse  Tips  at  Gregory’s  Mill,  Henwick 
and  Diglis  have  been  regularly  visited  during  the  year. 

Serious  complaints  were  received  from  the  inhabitants  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Tips,  that  they  were  experiencing  offensive 
smells  therefrom,  and  also  that  the  tips  were  proving  a  breeding 
ground  for  flies  and  crickets.  A  special  investigation  was  made, 
and  it  was  found  that  many  homes  adjacent  to  the  tips  were 
swarmed  with  flies  and  it  was  only  by  persistent  spraying  that 
the  nuisance  could  be  kept  in  check.  The  Tips  were  also 
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inspected  at  the  time,  with  the  result  that  they  were  found  to 
be  insufficiently  covered  with  soil  and  the  complaints  made 
were  more  than  justified.  In  consequence,  Notices  were 
served  upon  the  City  Surveyor  by  order  of  the  Health  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  refuse  deposited  at  the  Tips  to  be  properly  covered 
with  soil  ;  and  on  a  re-inspection  the  conditions  of  the  Tips 
had  much  improved. 

The  main  question  in  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  these  Tips 
is  the  provision  of  sufficient  labour,  both  of  men  and  horses, 
to  provide  soil  to  keep  the  Refuse  on  the  Tips  well  covered. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  during  1928. 

Number  of  Notices  (Preliminary)  issued....  ....  ....  612 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Statutory)  ....  ....  ....  ....  337 

,,  Letters  sent  with  regard  to  Notices,  etc.  ....  820 

,,  Complaints  received  and  investigated  ....  368 

,,  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Diseases  141 
Rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed  ....  ....  ....  484 

Dilapidated  walls,  floors,  windows,  etc.,  repaired  ....  376 

Defective  roofs  and  spouting  repaired  ....  ....  ....  229 

Damp  walls  cured  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  48 

Wash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  ....  80 

,,  floors  and  yards  repaved  or  repaired  ....  40 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  ....  ....  ....  ....  26 

Sink  waste-pipes  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected 

from  drain  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  26 

Drains  opened  and  qleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  64 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ....  ....  53 

Glazed  stoneware  gulley  traps  fixed  ....  ....  ....  23 

Water  closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  ....  Ill 

,,  flushing  cisterns  repaired  ....  ....  ....  70 

,,  provided  with  new  basins  and  traps  ....  42 

Defective  joints  in  pans,  traps,  and  flush  pipes  repaired  26 
Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abated  ....  ....  ....  51 

,,  ,,  improper  keeping  of  animals  ....  ....  6 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  ....  ....  ....  14 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  139 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  349 

Waste  of  water  reported  to  Water  Inspector  ....  ....  24 

No.  of  references  to  City  Surveyor  with  regard  to 
dangerous  buildings,  paving  of  courts  and  foul 

street  gullies  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ....  ....  240 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  collected  for  City  Analyst  185 
Houses  provided  with  sufficient  water  supply  ....  ....  69 
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Inspections. — This  table  shows  the  number  of  Inspections 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  the  following  cases  : — 


Housing  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  412 

Public  Health  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  1549 

Re-Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2019 

Infectious  Disease,  Visits  to  Houses  ....  ....  ....  194 

Common  Lodging  House  ....  ....  ....  ....  412 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ....  ....  ....  ....  250 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ....  ....  ....  151 

Offensive  Trades  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  153 

Workshops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  189 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  110 

Outworkers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  48 

Slaughterhouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2262 

Canal  Boats  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  28 

Dust-bin  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  206 

Food  Shops  and  Markets  ....  ....  ....  ....  300 

Places  where  Animals  kept  ....  ....  ....  ....  74 

Water  Samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Drains  smoke-tested  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  70 


Overcrowding. — Despite  all  that  has  been  done  to  ease  the 
problem  of  Overcrowding  in  our  City,  the  position  at  the 
present  time  is  quite  as  serious,  if  not  more  so,  than  when  I 
reported  on  the  matter  twelve  months  ago.  There  are  125 
known  cases  of  Overcrowding  on  our  books.  I  quote  the  three 
following  cases  as  typical  examples  of  the  conditions  under 
which  some  of  our  Citizens  are  existing,  viz.  : — 

Man,  Wife, 

Girls,  20,  17,  14,  11,  9,  6  and  4  years . 2  bedrooms. 

Man,  Wife, 

Girls,  17,  15,  9,  3  and  1  years  ....  ....  2  bedrooms. 

Boys,  13,  8,  6  and  4  years  ....  ....  2  bedrooms. 

Man,  Wife  and  4  Children  aged  9  to  1  years.!..  1  bedroom. 
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Many  of  the  Overcrowded  families  who  were  on  our  books 
have  been  allotted  Council  Houses  during  the  year  ;  but,  as 
mentioned  in  my  previous  Report,  the  majority  of  families 
who  most  need  houses  are  in  poor  circumstances.  As  the 
rentals  of  their  present  dwellings  average  from  5/-  to  6/-  per 
week  only,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  them  to  pay  11/6  per  week 
for  a  Council  House. 

The  problem  is  an  acute  one,  and  it  seems  that  there  is  no 
remedy  until  houses  can  be  erected  and  let  at  a  rental  within 
the  means  of  these  poorer  classes. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  1926. — In  two  instances 
only  have  the  provisions  of  this  Act  been  taken  advantage  of 


during  the  year.  These  are  as 

follows  : — 

Property. 

Cost  of 

Amount  of 
Grant  by  Local 

No.  of 
Blouses 

Works. 

Authority. 

involved. 

Beaver  Row  and 

Little  Park  St. 

£600  0 

0 

£400  0  0 

11 

Dent  Street  and 

Little  Park  Street 

£298  15 

0 

£199  6  8 

5 

Total  16 


In  the  first  case,  the  Worcester  Housing  Improvement 
Society  Ltd.  purchased  a  Court  in  which  there  were  11 
houses.  They  spent  £600  in  demolishing  five  houses  and 
entirely  renovating  the  remaining  six  houses  and  providing 
same  with  modern  conveniences. 

In  the  other  case,  the  Owner  of  the  property  adjoining  the 
Court  purchased  by  the  above-mentioned  Society,  provided  a 
separate  scullery  and  w.c.  to  each  of  the  houses,  reconstructed 
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the  drains,  carried  out  repairs,  and  provided  additional  water 
supply,  lighting  and  ventilation  to  each  of  the  five  houses. 

As  mentioned  in  my  Report  of  1927,  briefly,  the  object  of 
this  Act  is  to  improve  the  existing  houses,  or  convert  buildings 
into  dwelling-houses  by  securing  from  the  Local  Authority  a 
Grant  or  Loan  towards  the  expense  thereof.  The  Act  does  not 
apply  to  a  house  which  would  be  worth  more  than  £400  after 
the  improvements  had  been  effected,  nor  must  the  improve¬ 
ments  cost  less  than  £50  per  house.  The  maximum  Grant  is 
two-thirds  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  and  is  limited 
to  £100  per  house. 

Several  applications  have  been  received  for  the  printed 
Particulars  of  the  Scheme  issued  by  this  Department  ;  but 
up  to  the  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  above,  no  further 
applications  for  a  Grant  or  Loan  under  the  Act  have  been  made. 

This  is  doubtless  due  to  a  large  extent  that  the  permissible 
increase  of  rent  after  completion  of  the  works  carried  out 
under  this  Act  is  only  3%  on  the  Owners’  Outlay,  whereas  if 
carried  out  under  the  Rent  Act  an  increase  of  8%  on  Structural 
Repairs  is  allowed. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  total  number  of  Trades  in  the 
City  defined  as  Offensive  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Order  of 
January,  1913  and  Section  112  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875, 
is  48,  which  are  as  follows  : — - 
32  Fish  Friers. 

5  Tripe  Boilers. 

3  Fellmongers. 

5  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers. 

2  Hide  and  Skin  and  Fat  Dealers. 

1  Gut  Scraper. 
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Only  one  application  for  the  establishment  of  the  trade  of  a 
Fish-frier  was  received  during  the  year,  which,  after  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Health  Committee,  was  refused. 

Two  Fish-friers  have  given  up  business  during  the  year  and 
have  accordingly  been  written  off  the  Register. 

One  Knacker  Yard  at  Croft  Road  is  licensed  annually  for 
slaughtering  horses  and  cattle  not  intended  for  the  food  of  man, 
subject  to  stringent  conditions. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  to  all  premises  where  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
businesses,  on  the  whole,  have  been  well  conducted,  and  no 
complaints  have  been  made  of  any  serious  nuisance  arising 
therefrom. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — One  application  was  received 
during  the  year  for  the  registration  of  a  Common  Lodging 
House  in  Tybridge  Street  for  men  lodgers  only,  and  after 
consideration  by  the  Health  Committee,  the  registration  was 
granted.  One  Common  Lodging  House  has  been  closed 
during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in 
the  City  is  Nine,  providing  accommodation  for  183  lodgers. 
2  of  these  are  old  Registered  Houses,  and  the  other  seven 
Keepers  are  registered  for  a  period  of  one  year  only,  under 
Section  69  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1907. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  inspected  at  least  once 
a  fortnight,  and  periodical  visits  are  made  at  night  to  see  that 
the  rooms  are  not  overcrowded  and  that  decent  conditions 
exist. 
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On  the  whole,  the  Keepers  conduct  their  Lodging  House 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  but  in  one  or  two  instances  it  has  been 
necessary  to  serve  Notice  upon  them  to  comply  with  the  Bye¬ 
laws  relating  to  dirty  condition  of  rooms,  etc. 

The  premises  used  as  Common  Lodging  Houses  were  lime- 
washed  throughout  during  the  months  of  April  and  October, 
in  accordance  with  the  Bye-laws. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — At  the  end  of  1927  there 
were  166  Workshops  on  our  Register.  During  the  year  1928, 
28  Workshops  have  been  added  and  1  struck  off,  leaving  193 
Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

189  Inspections  have  been  made,  and  the  following  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  carried  out,  viz.  : — 

Workshops  cleansed  and  limewashed....  ....  ....  4 

New  W.C.’s  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

W.C.’s  repaired  and  ventilated....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Defective  drains  repaired  ....  .  ....  ....  2 

In  4  instances,  Notices  of  Infringments  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and 
were  immediately  dealt  with. 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

In¬ 

spections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Pro¬ 

secutions. 

(4) 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

20 

3 

— 

Workshops . 

(Including  Bakehouses  and 

Workshop  Laundries) 

169 

2 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total 

20 

— 

— 

209 

5 

— 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

» 

Number 

of 

Pro¬ 

secutions 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Re¬ 

medied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector. 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts: — # 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

[insufficient  .... 
unsuitable  or 

3 

3 

— 

— 

accommo-  i 

dation 

defective  .... 
not  separate  for 

1 

1 

— 

— 

\  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts  : 
Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

1 

1 

ground  bakehouse  (s.  101).... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  .... 

(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921)  . 

1 

1 

Total  . 

13 

12 

1 

— 

^Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises, 
Section  108. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

(1) 


Instances. 

(2) 


Notices 

served 

(3) 


Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(4) 


Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen  .... 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  Upholstery 
Electro-plate 
File  making 
Brass  and  Brass  articles 
Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  Chains 
Anchors  and  Grapnels 
Cart  Gear  .... 

Locks,  Latches  and  Keys 

Umbrellas,  etc . 

Artificial  flowers  .... 

Nets,  other  than  wire 
Tents 
Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 
Brush  making 
Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving  .... 


Total 
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Bakehouses. — At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  on  our 
Register  52  Bakehouses  in  the  City.  This  includes  11  which 
are  classified  as  “Factory  Bakehouses.” 

No  Bakehouses  have  been  closed  during  the  year,  but  there 
is  an  addition  of  one  Factory  Bakehouse  to  our  Register. 

There  have,  however,  been  various  changes  in  connection 
with  the  occupiers  of  the  Bakehouses. 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  Bakehouses, 
and  on  the  whole  they  have  been  fairly  well  conducted  ;  but 
the  difficulty  always  seems  to  be  the  keeping  clean  of  the 
Bakehouse  floors. 

On  Notices  being  served,  alterations  were  made  to  two  of 
the  Bakehouses  by  means  of  improved  lighting  and  additional 
Sanitary  accommodation  ;  and  on  a  verbal  request  by  the 
District  Inspectors  with  regard  to  dirty  walls,  etc.,  to  the 
Occupiers,  the  necessary  limewashing  or  cleansing  of  the  Bake¬ 
houses  has  been  carried  out. 

In  connection  of  one  of  the  Bakehouses,  a  Notice  was  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  regarding  the  dilapidated 
structural  condition  and  dirty  walls.  An  inspection  of  the 
premises  was  made  by  your  M.O.H.  and  myself,  and  after  a 
personal  interview  and  also  a  letter  to  the  Occupiers,  the 
Bakehouses  have  been  entirely  reconstructed  and  put  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


Public  Slaughterhouses. —  The  following  is  a  comparative 
table  showing  the  number  of  Animals  slaughtered  and  the 
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slaughtering  fees  received  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1929  and  the  previous  five  years,  viz.  : — 

To  March  31st. 


1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

Beasts 

1142 

1486 

1787 

2027 

2264 

2275 

Sheep 

4608 

5741 

7154 

9704 

10760 

10410 

Calves 

649 

789 

895 

911 

869 

795 

Pigs . 

3057 

3967 

3365 

3155 

4023 

4246 

9456  11983 

13201 

15797 

17916 

17726 

Amounts  received 

for  slaughtering 

£336 

£427 

£451 

£517 

£589 

£583 

The  extensions  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report  have  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily  and  a  considerable  improvement 
effected.  A  good  range  of  fasting  pens  for  sheep,  additional 
lairage  for  beasts  have  been  provided,  and  a  new  slaughterhouse 
for  dressing  small  animals  has  relieved  the  pressure  on  the 
Slaughterhouse  used  for  Beasts.  Mr.  Ralph  Taylor  (Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector)  attends  the  Slaughterhouses  each  morning 
and  all  meat  and  internal  Organs  are  inspected  before  removal. 
The  Manager  (Mr.  A.  R.  Underwood)  keeps  the  premises 
well  under  control,  and  exercises  supervision  over  the  animals 
slaughtered. 

Private  Slaughterhouses.— The  number  of  Private  Slaugh¬ 
terhouses  in  the  City  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  viz  : — 
23  Registered  Slaughterhouses  and  one  Licenced  Slaughter¬ 
house. 

Your  Council  did  in  April,  1927,  renew  the  licence  of  our 
only  Licenced  Slaughterhouse  for  a  further  five  years,  expiring 
31st  March,  1932. 
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To  facilitate  the  work  of  inspection,  the  City  has  been 
divided  into  three  parts  ;  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  having 
14  slaughterhouses  under  his  inspection,  Mr.  P.  L.  Parsons  5, 
and  Mr.  H.  Jackson  5.  All  the  slaughterhouses  are  visited  at 
least  once  a  week  when  slaughtering  is  in  progress,  and  the 
meat  killed  therein  is  inspected  as  far  as  possible.  The  Bye¬ 
laws  relating  to  the  periodical  limewashing  of  the  walls  and 
removal  of  refuse,  etc.,  have  been  fairly  well  carried  out. 

During  the  year,  your  Committee  have  had  under  considera¬ 
tion  the  question  of  the  more  humane  slaughtering  of  animals, 
and  after  much  consideration  your  Council  adopted  Bye-law 
9b  requiring  the  use  of  a  mechanically  operated  instrument 
for  stunning  animals  before  slaughter  ;  but  the  slaughter  of 
Swine  and  Sheep  was  excluded  from  the  operation  of  this  Bye¬ 
law. 


Meat  Regulations. 

The  provision  and  food  shops,  butchers  shops  and  stalls 
have  received  numerous  visits  during  the  past  year,  and  as  a 
general  rule  the  conditions  existing  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  these  premises  during  recent  years. 

The  provision  of  plate  glass  windows  to  butchers’  shops  and 
the  prevention  of  meat  being  handled  by  prospective  customers 
are  two  very  desirable  improvements. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  shops  dealing 
with  cooked  meats,  and  inspection  of  the  premises  where  these 
foods  are  prepared,  has  shown  that  the  method  of  preparation 
and  cooking  is  satisfactory. 
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All  the  Butchers  have  recognized  days  and  times  for  slaugh¬ 
tering,  and  in  case  of  emergency,  special  Notice  must  be  given 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  79  notifications  were  received  from 
butchers  concerning  animals  which,  on  slaughter  were  found 
to  be  in  a  diseased  or  unsound  condition. 

Most  of  the  City  Butchers  have  now  installed  Cold  Storage 
Plants  of  their  own,  this  not  only  eases  the  pressure  on  the  one 
existing  Cold  Storage  which  is  owned  by  a  Private  Company, 
but  is  also  very  desirable  as  it  eliminates  the  necessity  for 
conveying  meat  from  the  shops  through  the  streets  to  the  Cold 
Stores  and  vice  versa. 

The  only  Stalls  in  existence  in  the  City  are  those  contained  in 
the  covered  Meat  Market  which  is  under  the  control  of  an 
Inspector  and  the  majority  of  these  stalls  are  only  in  use  one 
or  two  days  each  week. 

Most  of  the  local  butchers  now  use  motor  transport  for  the 
conveying  of  meat,  and  these  vehicles  are  clean,  and,  being 
covered  and  provided  with  ample  means  of  ventilation,  are 
ideal  for  its  transport,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  one  frequently 
sees  butcher  boys  conveying  a  carcase  of  mutton  or  pork  or 
a  portion  of  a  beef  carcase  on  the  carrier  of  a  cycle  with  a 
covering  insufficient  to  cover  the  meat  and  it  has  been  found 
necessary  in  these  cases  to  caution  the  employer  of  the  boy 
concerned. 

The  nuisance  from  flies  which  was,  at  one  time,  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  the  butcher  had  to  contend  with,  would 
not  appear  to  be  so  bad  as  it  was.  This  may  be  partly 
explained  by  the  facts  that  the  proper  storage  and  prompt  removal 
of  garbage,  manure,  etc.,  from  the  slaughterhouse  and  fasting 
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pens  and  the  exercise  of  proper  cleanliness  in  these  places  has 
removed  somewhat  the  attraction  for  these  pests. 

188  notices  were  received  during  the  year  from  cottages  and 
similar  persons  who  desired  to  kill  pigs  for  their  own  consump¬ 
tion,  and  the  carcases  of  294  pigs  were  inspected  at  these 
premises.  This  private  killing  may  in  some  extent  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  pigs  when  sent  to  the  Cattle  Market  or  when 
offered  to  butchers  commanded  such  low  prices  that  the  Owners 
preferred  to  have  them  killed  and  dressed  for  their  own  con¬ 
sumption. 

These  inspections  entailed  extra  work  on  the  part  of  my 
assistants  and  myself,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  these 
pigs  were  invariably  found  to  be  healthy  and  compared  most 
favourable  with  those  killed  by  the  local  butchers  and  the  various 
owners  always  welcomed  our  visits  and  seemed  most  anxious 
to  be  assured  that  the  carcases  were  quite  fit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  The  necessity  for  the  inspection  of  these  pigs 
killed  by  private  persons  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  one 
instance  two  splendid  bacon  pigs  belonging  to  a  working  man 
were  on  inspection  found  to  be  seriously  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  had  to  be  destroyed. 

Food. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. —  The  total  number  of 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Analyst  during 
the  year  1928,  was  185  ;  namely  121  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  64  Test  samples. 

Of  the  121  Samples  taken  under  the  Act,  102  were  certified 
to  be  genuine,  and  19  adulterated  ;  and  of  the  64  Test  Samples 
63  were  certified  to  be  genuine  and  1  adulterated. 
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1926  1987  1928 

Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal 


Analysis 

102  82 

118 

81 

121  64 

Adulterated 

8  — 

5 

6 

24  1 

Adulterated 

per  cent . 

7.84%  — 

4.24% 

7.4% 

19.8%  1.56% 

Amount  of  Fines 

and  Costs.... 

Nil. 

£  19s. 

Od. 

£1  10s.  6d. 

Milk. — Out  of  the  24  adulterated  samples  mentioned  above, 
23  were  Milks,  and  the  following  facts  explain  the  reason  for 
such  a  large  number  of  adulterated  samples  and  the  action 
taken  in  regard  thereto,  viz.  : — 

Samples  Nos .  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  and  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4. 

(9  Samples). 

Sample  No.  28  purchased  on  round  from  Dairyman 
proved,  on  analysis,  to  be  23.3%  deficient  in  Fat. 

Samples  Nos.  29,  30,  31  and  32,  taken  at  Place  of  Delivery 
from  Farmer,  each  proved  to  be  slightly  deficient  in 
Non-fatty  Solids. 

Samples  No.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  taken  by  County  Authorities 
Direct  from  Cows,  were  also  slightly  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids. 

The  Vendor  of  the  original  Sample  No.  28  attended  the  Health 
Committee,  who,  after  carefully  considering  the  case,  decided 
not  to  prosecute  ;  but  both  the  Dairyman  and  Farmer  were 
Cautioned. 

Samples  Nos.  52,  65,  66,  67,  68  and  1  and  3  (7  Samples). 

Sample  No.  52  purchased  on  round  from  Dairyman, 
proved,  on  analysis,  to  be  13.3%  deficient  in  Fat. 
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Samples  Nos.  65,  66,  67  and  68  were  then  taken  at 
Place  of  Delivery  from  Farmer,  and  each  proved  to  be 
deficient  in  Fat. 

Samples  1  and  3  were  then  taken  Direct  from  the  Cows 
by  the  County  Authorities,  and  these,  on  analysis,  proved 
to  be  deficient  in  Fat. 

After  consideration  by  the  Health  Committee,  no  prosecu¬ 
tion  was  deemed  advisable. 

Samples  Nos.  61,  70,  73,  4,  5  and  6  (6  Samples). 

Sample  No.  61,  purchased  on  round  from  Dairyman, 
was  certified  by  the  Analyst  to  be  13.3%  deficient  in  Fat. 

Samples  Nos.  70  and  73,  taken  at  Place  of  Delivery 
from  Farmer,  proved  to  be  deficient  in  Fat. 

Samples  Nos.  4,  5  and  6,  taken  by  County  Authorities 
direct  from  the  Cows,  were  also  proved  to  be  deficient 
in  Fat  to  the  extent  of  13.3%  in  each  case. 

On  consideration  by  the  Health  Committee,  no  prosecution 
was  advised. 

Sample  No  72,  purchased  on  round  proved  to  be  10% 
deficient  in  Fat  and  15.3%  deficient  in  Non-fatty  Solids. 
At  the  request  of  the  Vendor,  a  sample  was  taken  at  Place 
of  Delivery  from  the  Farmer  supplying  the  milk,  and  this 
sample  proved  to  be  up  to  the  Standard. 

The  Vendor  in  this  case  was  Summoned  before  the  Magis¬ 
trates  and  Fined  £1  and  10/6  Costs. 
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The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  which  were  submitted  for  analyses  was  75,  and  the  average 
composition  of  the  whole  of  these  samples  was 

Fat  . ..  3.42% 

Non-fatty  Solids  ....  ....  8.73% 

These  figures  compare  with  3.77%  and  8.85%  for  the  previous 
year.  The  averages  for  the  year  1928  are  satisfactory  when 
the  fact  is  taken  into  account  that  of  the  75  samples  taken, 
no  less  than  23  of  the  samples  were  below  the  standard  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agricultural,  viz.  : — Fat  3.0%,  Non-fatty  Solids 
8.5%. 

Plain  Flour. — The  other  two  adulterations  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  table  were  : — 

2  samples  of  Plain  Flour  (one  taken  under  the  Act  and 
one  a  Test  Sample)  ;  each  certified,  on  analysis,  to  contain 
a  slight  trace  of  Persulphate. 

Correspondence  took  place  with  the  Vendors  and  with  the 
Millers,  and  your  Committee  finally  decided  that  no  action 
could  be  taken,  having  regard  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the  “  Treatment  of  Flour 
with  Chemical  Substances  ”  that  “  a  small  amount  of  Persul- 
phates  could  hardly  be  regarded  as  harmful.” 

Cream. — Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act 
1928,  it  is  not  now  lawful  for  any  preservatives  to  be  added  to 
Cream.  10  Test  Samples  of  Cream  were  taken  during  the 
year,  but  each  sample  was  certified  to  be  free  from  preservatives. 

Condensed  Milk. — 10  samples  of  Condensed  Milk  were 
submitted  for  analysis,  and  in  each  case  the  samples  conformed 
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to  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk) 
Regulations  1923,  and  were  properly  labelled. 

Dried  Milk. — 1  sample  of  Dried  Milk  was  purchased  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  It  was  certified  to  comply  with  the 
Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations  1923,  as  regards 
Fat  and  dilution,  and  the  package  was  properly  labelled  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations. 

Unsound  Food.— During  the  year  the  following  food  has 
been  destroyed  as  being  diseased  or  unwholesome,  viz.  : — 


Tuberculosis. 

Cattle 


Pigs 


Calves 


18  carcases  and  organs. 

47  heads  and  tongues. 
18  all  organs. 

46  lungs. 

8  livers. 

15  carcases  and  organs. 
13  heads  and  organs. 

48  heads. 

7  all  organs. 

2  carcases  and  organs. 


Other  Diseases. 


Cattle  17  carcases  and  organs. 

18  heads  and  tongues 
7  all  organs. 

6  lungs. 

140  livers. 

Sheep  22  carcases  and  organs. 

121  livers. 

9  lungs. 


29 


Lamb 


2  carcases  and  organs. 
41  carcases  and  organs. 
10  all  organs. 


Pigs 


Calves 


3  carcases  and  organs. 
2  lungs. 


Meat 

Fish 

Potatoes 

Frozen  Eggs 

Tomatoes 

Rabbits 


464  lbs. 
130  lbs. 
336  lbs. 
120  lbs. 
20  lbs. 


2  carcases. 


Various  Tins  of  Fruit,  Condensed  Milk,  etc. 

The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  was  : — - 
14  tons  16  cwts.  0  qrs.  231bs.  All  the  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  respective  owners. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926— During  the  year 
7  applications  were  received  for  registration  of  Dairy  Premises. 
Out  of  these  6  Registrations  were  granted,  and  one  was  refused 
owing  to  the  premises  being  unsuitable  for  the  storage  of  milk. 

Three  Retail  Purveyors  of  milk  were  registered  during  the 
year  for  the  sale  of  sterilized  milk  in  bottles. 

Two  new  Cowsheds  have  been  registered  during  the  year, 
one  at  Brickfields  Road  and  one  at  Vernon  Park. 

At  the  end  of  1928,  there  were  on  our  Registers  : — 8  Cow- 
keepers,  74  Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the 
City,  and  35  Retail  Purveyors  residing  outside  the  City  who 
retail  milk  in  the  City. 
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The  eight  Cowsheds  entered  on  the  Register  have  been 
visited  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Council’s 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  who  has  examined  the  various  herds  of 
cows  and  taken  samples  of  milk  for  analysis  from  any  cow 
which,  in  his  opinion,  seemed  to  be  suspicious.  With  the 
exception  of  one  Dairy  Herd,  all  the  samples  of  milk  taken  were 
certified  on  analysis,  to  be  free  from  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

The  exception  is  as  follows  : — 

When  accompanying  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  on  one  of 
the  periodical  visits  to  the  cowsheds  in  the  City,  I  took 
a  sample  of  the  Mixed  milk  of  21  Cows  at  one  of  the 
Cowsheds  on  our  Register. 

The  City  Analyst  reported  that  the  sample  contained 
living  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

The  Veterinary  Surgeon  again  visited  the  Cowshed,  and 
samples  were  taken  from  two  cows  which  he  regarded  as 
suspicious.  These  samples  were  reported  ‘  Free  from 
Tuberculosis.’ 

The  Intradermal  Tuberculin  Test  was  then  applied  to 
all  the  cows,  and  samples  were  taken  from  the  six  cows 
which  re-acted  to  the  test.  These  samples  proved  to  be 
free  from  Tuberculosis. 

Finally,  the  21  cows  were  divided  into  groups  and 
samples  taken  from  each  group.  The  seven  samples 
thus  obtained  were  again  certified  to  be  free  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  every  possible  step  has 
been  taken  to  account  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
in  the  Mixed  Milk  of  the  21  cows,  and  with  no  satisfactory 
result. 
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Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — The  above 
Act  came  into  force  on  1st  June,  1928,  and  your  Council  came 
to  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  for  joint  action 
under  the  Act. 

The  Act  is  intended  to  control,  in  some  measure,  the  sale  of 
Fertilizers  of  the  soil  and  Feeding  Stuffs  for  cattle  and  poultry. 
It  imposes  specific  requirements  upon  all  sellers  of  Fertilizers 
and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

Mr.  Ralph  Taylor  was  appointed  Inspector  and  Official 
Sampler  under  the  Act,  and  the  following  samples  were  obtained 
from  various  Corn  and  Seed  Merchants  in  the  City,  viz.  : — 

10  Feeding  Stuffs,  including  Maize  Meal,  Barley  Meal,  Bran, 
Fish  Meal,  Biscuit  Meal  and  Meat  and  Bone  Meal,  were 
certified  to  be  up  to  the  standard  mentioned  on  the  Statutory 
Statement  given  on  the  article  or  posted  in  the  shop. 

The  two  samples  of  Barley  Meal  contained  the  spores  of 
a  fungus  which  is  said  to  make  the  meal  unpalatable  to  pigs. 

3  Fertilizers,  including  Fish  Guano,  Bone  Meal  and  Com¬ 
pound  Fertilizer.  The  first  two  were  certified  to  be  up  to 
the  Standard  ;  but  the  latter  (Compound  Fertilizer)  was 
certified  by  the  Analyst  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  purchaser  to 
the  extent  of  a  deficiency  of  12.59%  Soluble  Phosphoric  Acid 
and  an  excess  of  4.9%  Insoluble  Phospheric  Acid. 

The  Vendor  in  this  case  was  interviewed,  and  it  appeared 
that  the  Compound  Fertilizer  was  of  an  old  stock,  and  had 
thereby  lost  most  of  its  original  qualities.  The  Vendor  was 
Warned. 
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Rat  Campaign. — The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Report 
which  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  November  last, 
with  regard  to  the  destruction  of  rats  in  the  City,  viz  : — 

5th  December,  1928. 

To:— 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  I  beg  to 
submit  my  Annual  Report  with  regard  to  the  Destruction 
of  Rats  Campaign  in  the  City. 

The  award  of  4d  has  continued  to  be  paid  throughout 
the  year  for  every  rat  killed  in  the  City  and  brought  to  the 
Office.  The  result  has  been  a  nett  destruction  of  4,585  rats 
for  the  year  ended  10th  November,  1928.  This  includes  the 
figure  for  the  Official  Rat  Week,  November  5 — 10,  viz.  : — 
242,  against  268  for  the  corresponding  week  of  last  year. 
This  shows  a  slight  decrease  for  this  special  week,  but  the 
total  number  for  the  whole  year  has  exceeded  that  of  1927, 
by  786  rats. 

During  Rat  Week,  in  addition  to  the  usual  payment  of 
4d  per  rat,  two  prizes  were  again  offered  for  the  largest 
catches  of  the  week.  This  resulted  in  rivalry  between  the 
local  rat-catchers,  and  the  largest  catch  of  the  week  was  46, 
the  second  highest  being  34. 

In  addition  to  the  prizes,  advertisements  and  posters  were 
issued,  and  wire  cages  offered  for  loan  were  readily  applied 
for  ;  also,  on  application,  poisons  were  issued  for  use  at 
premises  where  rat  cages  would  be  ineffective. 
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Altogether,  since  February,  1919,  owing  to  the  lure  of  a 
small  reward  per  rat  offered  by  this  Department,  27,239 
rats  have  been  definitely  accounted  for.  It  is  considered, 
therefore,  that  the  payment  of  this  small  premium  per  rat 
has  been  more  than  justified  :  it  has  proved  a  great  incentive 
to  the  semi-professional  rat  catcher,  the  odd  man  about 
warehouses,  and  it  has  maintained  the  interest  of  the  public 
in  helping  to  rid  the  City  of  this  pest. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  rat-infested  premises,  and 
in  many  cases  it  has  been  found  that  the  rats  were  working 
from  the  main  sewers  through  some  faulty  drain. 


The  following  two  cases  are  interesting  examples,  viz.  : — 

In  Barbourne  district  several  shops  on  the  main  road  were 
constantly  troubled  with  rats,  and  on  applying  the  smoke- 
test  to  the  sewer,  it  was  found  that  an  old  connection  to  the 
sewer  had  not  been  properly  sealed  off,  and  the  rats  were 
working  underneath  the  pavement  to  the  shops  at  least 
60  feet  away. 

In  Lich  Street  and  the  south  end  of  High  Street,  there  has 
been  for  some  years  considerable  trouble  with  rat  infestation, 
and  on  applying  the  smoke-test  to  the  sewer,  smoke  issued 
freely  through  the  joints  of  the  brickwork  of  the  walls  into 
the  cellars  of  that  district,  this  pointing  to  extensive  rat 
runs.  Your  Committee’s  action  in  recommending  that  glazed 
stoneware  pipes  be  substituted  for  the  old  brick  sewer,  has 
been  fully  justified,  as  an  opening  up  the  Street  numerous 
rat  holes  were  found  in  the  sewer  and  in  places  the  Street 
was  undermined. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  similar  conditions  as  above 
exist  in  many  of  the  older  parts  of  the  City. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  RALPH  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Infectious  Diseases,  their  Prevalence 

and  Control. 

Smallpox. — xAfter  a  lapse  of  23  years,  cases  of  modified 
Smallpox  have  occurred. 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  January  17th,  and  the  last  on 
June  22nd.  Altogether  6  cases  were  notified  and  were  treated 
at  the  Smallpox  Hospital  in  the  Tolladine  Road.  Three  of 
the  cases  were  tramps,  2  were  inmates  of  the  Women’s  Ward  of 
the  Infirmary  of  the  Workhouse,  the  other  was  a  woman 
living  in  a  good  class  house  in  the  City.  This  last  patient 
had  a  son  aged  18  who  had  a  mild  illness,  which  was  most 
probably  an  attack  of  Smallpox.  It  was  not  ascertained  where 
he  had  come  in  contact  with  the  disease. 

Many  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the  sufferers 
were  revaccinated  successfully  by  the  Public  Vaccinator, 
including  the  inmates  of  the  Women’s  Ward  at  the  Work- 
house  Infirmary.  A  vigilant  eye  was  kept  on  the  contacts  for 
3  weeks  and  no  spread  of  the  disease  occurred. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  87  persons  notified  with  this 
disease  and  71  were  admitted  to  Newtown  Hospital.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  made  good 
recoveries.  No  death  occurred.  Four  of  the  cases  were 
secondary  to  a  previous  case  notified  in  the  same  household. 

Diphtheria. — Fifty-one  persons  were  notified  as  having 
this  disease,  46  of  whom  were  admitted  to  Newtown  Hospital. 
Five  were  secondary  cases.  Six  children  required  immediate 
Tracheotorsy  ;  two  operations  were  done  at  the  General 
Infirmary  and  four  at  the  Newtown  Hospital.  Five  recovered 
and  one  child,  aged  one  year  only,  died.  Two  others  died, 
a  child  aged  four  years  and  a  delicate  baby  5  weeks  old. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. — Two  of  the  former  and 
nine  of  the  latter  were  notified.  One  of  the  typhoid  notifica¬ 
tions  was  withdrawn.  Of  the  remaining  10  cases,  8  were 
admitted  to  Newtown  Hospital  and  one  to  the  General  Infirmary 
Six  of  the  Paratyphoid  patients  were  members  of  one  family. 
The  onset  of  the  illness  was  insidious  in  some  of  the  cases 
and  the  attacks  of  a  mild  type. 

The  drainage  of  the  house  in  which  the  six  cases  occurred 
was  reconstructed  and  the  house  thoroughly  cleansed.  There 
was  no  article  of  food  partaken  of  that  might  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak. 

Two  of  the  ten  persons  attacked  died,  one  in  March,  the 
other  in  July. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

x\cute  Polio  Encephalitis. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargic  a. 

No  cases  of  these  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  Year. 
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The  public  Health  (Pneumonia  Malaria,  etc.)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1918. — There  were  152  persons  notified  suffering  from 
some  form  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  and  26  died. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  grouping  in  age  periods  and 
the  deaths  occurring  in  each  group. 

Under  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-45  45-65  over  65 
1  yr.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  Total 
Cases  21  60  24  6  22  11  8  152 

Deaths  1  10  1  —  4  6  4  26 

Thirteen  of  the  26  deaths  were  in  the  first  Quarter  of  the  Year. 

No  case  of  Influenza  Pneumonia  was  notified. 

Epidemic  Influenza. — There  was  a  moderate  amount  of 
Influenza  in  the  early  Spring  and  four  deaths  were  registered. 
Three  of  these  deaths  were  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Anthrax. — A  man  suffering  with  an  Anthrax  pustule  was 
admitted  to  the  General  Infirmary  on  July  25th,  and  was 
treated  at  once  with  “  serum  ”  making  a  good  recovery. 

He  had  been  handling  Spanish,  Arabian  and  Cape  Skins  at 
the  Tannery  where  he  was  employed. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  77  primary  notifications  received 
during  the  year  ;  of  these  55  were  pulmonary  and  22  non- 
pulmonary. 

In  addition  there  were  5  pulmonary  cases,  3  men  and  2 
women,  and  one  non-pulmonary  case,  who  came  to  live  in  the 
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City  from  neighbouring  districts.  Two  of  the  men  died  during 
the  year. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Of  the  55  pulmonary  cases,  26 
were  males  and  29  females.  Eight  died  within  6  months  after 
notification  of  the  disease  ;  2  within  one  month,  and  2  others 
within  3  months. 

The  ages  of  the  persons  when  notified  and  the  deaths  occurr¬ 
ing  in  each  age  group  are  sent  out  in  the  Table  on  page  29. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  22  cases  were  dis- 


tributed  as  follows  : — 

Glands 

....  7 

Meninges  of  brain 

3  3  deaths 

Spine  .... 

....  3 

Joints 

....  3 

Bones  .... 

....  3 

Abdomen 

3  1  death 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

— Three  Clinics  are 

weekly,  on  the  afternoons  of  Monday  and  Tuesday, and  on  Friday 
evening  for  those  patients  who  are  at  work. 

There  were  272  persons  seen  at  these  Clinics,  45  of  these 
being  “  Contacts,”  i.e.,  persons  living  in  a  family,  one  member 
of  which  was  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The 
total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  718. 

The  Council  granted  food  (milk  and  eggs)  to  patients  sub¬ 
sequent  to  their  discharge  from  Sanitoria,  to  enable  them  to 
maintain  their  strength  until  they  resumed  work. 

Mr.  Matiey  Moore  gave  Dental  treatment  to  29  patients. 
Many  extractions  were  done  which  in  6  cases  necessitated  a 
general  anesthetic.  One  woman  was  supplied  with  dentures. 
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Other  patients  obtained  dental  treatment  through  the  medium 
of  a  Friendly  Society. 

It  is  most  important  that  decayed  and  septic  teeth  should  be 
removed  and  the  mouth  made  clean  if  a  successful  fight 
against  Tuberculosis  is  to  be  made. 

The  Orthopaedic  Nurse,  Miss  Woods,  has  visited  those 
patients  who  have  undergone  surgical  treatment  for  tuber¬ 
culous  bones  and  joints,  and  who  have  been  discharged  to  their 
homes.  By  skilled  supervision  and  early  detection  of  any 
backsliding,  the  good  done  by  Hospital  treatment  is  maintained, 
and  the  chances  of  cure  are  increased.  The  number  of  patients 
visited  was  21  ;  2  under  5  years  of  age,  9  between  5  and  15, 
and  10  over  15  years. 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse,  Miss  Cooke,  gives  her  whole 
time  to  the  work  of  the  Dispensary,  attending  at  the  Clinics, 
visiting  the  homes  of  the  patients,  and  advising  how  best  to 
avoid  the  spread  of  infection  in  the  family. 

During  the  year  Nurse  Cook  paid  3,180  visits  to  the  houses 
of  the  Dispensary  patients. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925).  No  action  has  needed  to  be  taken  relating  to  any 
tuberculous  person  being  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. — It  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  Section. 

The  following  Tables  have  been  compiled  at  the  request  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  Table  I.  shews  the  work  of  the 
dispensary,  etc. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 
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TABLE  I. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

Return  Showing  the  Work  of  the  Dispensary  (or 
Dispensaries)  during  the  Year  1928. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  ex¬ 
amined  during  the 
year  (excluding 

contacts)  : 

(a)  Definitely 
tuberculous 

30 

27 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

4 

32 

31 

7 

6 

(b)  Doubtfully 
tuberculous 

2 

4 

3 

(c)  Non-tuber- 
culous 

6 

10 

3 

7 

B. — Contacts  ex¬ 

amined  during  the 
year: — 

(a)  Definitely 
tuberculous 

1 

1 

(b)  Doubtfully 
tuberculous 

(c)  Non-tuber- 
culous  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

5 

7 

C. — Cases  written 

off  the  Dispensary 
Register  as 
(a)  Cured 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
confirmed  or 
non-tuberculous 
(including  can¬ 
cellation  of  cases 
notified  in  error) 

13 

35 

22 

23 

D.- — Number  of 
Persons  on  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register 

on  December  31st 
(a)  Diagnosis 
completed 

83 

82 

3 

3 

7 

10 

10 

11 

90 

92 

13 

14 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
completed 

3 

8 

3 

} 
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1.  Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary  Register  on 

January  1st,  1928  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  308 

2.  Number  of  patients  transferred  from  other  areas 

and  of  “  lost  sight  of  ”  cases  returned  ....  ....  8 

3.  Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  areas  and 

cases  “  lost  sight  of  ”  ....  ....  ....  ....  96 

4.  Died  during  the  year .  ....  ....  38 

5.  Number  of  observation  cases  under  A  (b)  and  B 

(b)  above  in  which  period  of  observation  ex¬ 
ceeded  2  months  .  ....  ....  9 

6.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (in 

eluding  Contacts)  .  ....  .  816 

7.  Number  of  attendances  of  non-pulmonary  cases 

at  Orthopaedic  Out-stations  for  treatment  or 

supervision  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  110 

8.  Number  of  attendances,  at  General  Hospitals  or 

other  Institutions  approved  for  the  purpose,  of 
patients  for 

(a)  “  Light  ”  treatment  ....  .  138 

(b)  Other  special  forms  of  treatment  ....  ....  — 

9  Number  of  patients  to  whom  Dental  Treatment 
was  given,  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 
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10.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical  practition¬ 

ers  : — 

(a)  At  Homes  of  Applicants  ....  ....  ....  6 

(b)  Otherwise  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

11.  Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to 

Homes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

12.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to 

Homes  for  Dispensary  purposes  ....  .  3,180 

13.  Number  of 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined  ....  225 

( b )  X-ray  examinations  made  in  connection  with 

Dispensary  work  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  37 

14.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  on  Dispensary 

Register  on  the  31st  December  ....  ....  ....  140 

15.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary 

Treatment  on  the  31st  December....  ....  ....  72 

16.  Number  of  reports  received  during  the  year  in 

respect  of  insured  Persons  : — 

(а)  Form  G.P.  17  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

(б)  Form  G.P.  36  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 
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TABLE  II. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A)  Average  Number  of  Beds  Available  for  Patients  during  the  Year 

1928. 


Observa¬ 

tion 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

“Sana¬ 

torium” 

Beds 

“Hospit¬ 
al”  Beds 

Diseases 
ofBones 
&  Joints 

Other 

Condi¬ 

tions 

Adult  Males 

— 

4 

13 

— 

— 

17 

Adult  Females 

— 

4 

12 

2 

— 

18 

Children  under  15 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Total 

— • 

8 

25 

11 

— 
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(B)  Return  showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Treatment  during 

the  Year  1928. 


In  Institu- 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died  in  the 

In  Institu 

tions  on 

during  the 

during  the 

Institu- 

tions  on 

Jan.  1 

year 

year 

tions 

Dec.  31 

C/5 

-M 

M. 

9 

32 

18 

13 

10 

Number 

of 

< 

F. 

12 

30 

23 

4 

15 

M. 

2 

4 

4 

_ 

2 

Patients 

o 

F. 

9 

5 

6 

— 

8 

r 

c/5 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Number 
of  Obser-  < 

< 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

vation 

d 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases 

l 

-C 

O 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

32 

71 

51 

17 

35 
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TABLE  III. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

Return  Showing  the  Immediate  Results  of  Treatmentof 
Patients*  and  of  Observation  of  Doubtful  Cases  discharged 
from  Residential  Institutions  during  the  Year  1928. 


C  JJ 
O  $ 

o  0 

O 


C/D 

M 

CO 

O 

P 

O 

« 

w 

a 

p 

h 

X 

< 

z 

o 

§ 

p 

p 

ep 


c 

o 


JP  3! 

03  •  — 
03  d 
S3  C 

O 


h 

c/5 

c/5 

03 

o 


PQ 


C/5 

03 

o 


a 

3 

o 

o 


a 

3 

o 

u 

o 


Condition  at  time 
of  discharge 


Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the 
Institution. 


Under  3 
months 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Institution  ... 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Institution  . 


o  + 


m 

C/5 

C/5 

03 

o 


a 

3 

O 

Sh 

o 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Institution  . 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Institution  . 


C/3 

►H 

cn 

O 

P 

P 

o 

OS 

w 

a 

P 

h 

« 

< 

z 

o 

§ 

p 

p 

Oh 

I 

2 

O 


a> 
I  0) 

C 

o 

PQ 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Institution  . 


3-6 

months 


6-12 

months 


More  than 
12  months 


M. 


F. 


3  1 


1  1 


C.  M.  F. 


C. 


3 


3 


2 

2 


2 


1  - 


M.  I  F. 


3 


4 

1 


C.  M. 


F. 


C. 


<3 

4-J 

o 

h 


l 

9 

1 

3 


9 


3 


14 

1 


1 

4 

10 


3 

4 


E 

o 

TJ 

J2 

< 


C/3 

c 

S3 

M 

Ih 

o 


S3 

cu 

JO 

.a 

'0 

CD 

a 


Quiescent 

Improved 

No  material  improve’ 
Died  in  Institution  ... 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Institution  . 


Quiescent 
Improved 
No  material  improved 
Died  in  Instituiton  .... 


Under  1 
week 


1-2 

weeks 


2-4 

weeks 


U 

O 


(D 


(D 


rO  .2 


O  c 

a  Sf 

S* 


Tuberculous.... 

Non-tuberculous 

Doubtful 


1 

1 

1 

1 


More  than 
4  weeks 


#It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  definition  of  “  patient  ”  does  not 
include  persons  in  whom  a  definite  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  has  not  been 
made. 
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RESIDENTIAL  TREATMENT. 

Knight  wick  Sanatorium. — The  City  Council  retains  8 
beds  at  this  Institution,  4  for  men  and  4  for  women. 


On  January  1st,  1928,  there  were  in  residence  7  patients, 
3  men  and  4  women.  During  the  year  21  patients  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  17  discharged  and  3  died. 


Newtown  Hospital 
the  year  are  as  follows 


-The  admissions  and  ischarges  during 
MEN.  WOMEN.  CHILDREN. 


In  residence  on  Jan.  1st, 
1928  . 

Admitted  during  the 
year  .... 

Discharged  during  the 
year  .... 

Died  during  the  year  .... 

In  residence  December 
31st,  1928  . 


6 

9 

10 

22 

21 

7 

28 

30 

17 

12) 

!5) 

7 

10)22 

4)  19 

— 

6 

11 

10 

There  are  20  patients  with  Surgical  Tuberculosis  among  the 
number  above  recorded,  2  men,  3  women  and  15  children. 
These  patients  were  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Norman  Duggan. 
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The  Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases) 
Regulations,  1916. 


Clinics  are  held  by  the  Medical  Officer  (Mr.  T.  Bates, 
F.R.C.S.),  at  the  General  Infirmary  on  the  afternoons  of 
Wednesday  and  Saturday.  Patients  who  may  require  treatment 
at  other  times  are  seen  by  the  House  Surgeon  or  by  the  Orderly. 

Beds  are  available  in  the  Infirmary  for  cases  sent  in  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Clinic. 


The  following  information  of  the  work  done  during  1928 
has  been  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Treatment  Centre. 


Condition 

not 


Syphilis.  Gonorrhoea. 

Venereal 

Total. 

Persons  under  treatment 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

on  Jan.  1st,  1928 

19  27 

58 

6 

3  3 

80 

36 

New  Patients  during  1928 

23  13 

55 

17 

29  22 

107 

52 

Persons  who  ceased  at- 

tendance  before  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment  .... 

19 

12 

15 

4 

34 

16 

Transferred  to  other 

Centres 

2 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

7 

4 

Patients  discharged 

Under  treatment  on  Jan. 

2 

2 

25 

6 

— 

— 

27 

8 

1st,  1929 

20 

25 

65 

9 

4 

3 

89 

37 

Out-patient  attendances — - 
At  Medical  Clinics 

For  intermediate  treat- 

407 

406 

581 

352 

81 

55 

1069 

913 

ment 

— • 

— 

1044 

193 

— 

— • 

1044 

193 

Aggregate  number  of  In- 

Patient  days 

32 

128 

289 

159 

15 

86 

336 

373 

Of  the  39  patients  suffering  from  Syphilis  and  seen  for  the 
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first  time  during  1928,  19  were  resident  in  the  City  ;  of  the 
72  new  patients  suffering  from  Gonorrhoea  42  lived  in  the  City. 

The  cost  of  the  work  for  the  year  was  £441,  £238  for  Out¬ 
patients  and  £203  for  the  In-patients.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  pay  75  per  cent  of  the  cost. 

The  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  made 
at  the  Laboratory  of  the  City  of  Birmingham.  There  were 
205  specimens  sent  and  reported  on  during  the  year  ;  122  were 
sent  from  the  Treatment  Centre  and  83  by  private  doctors. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  request  that  any  action  taken  under 
section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1925,  may 
be  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  St.  Clair  Roberts,  the  Surgeon  who  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  many  years  has  kindly  informed 
me  that  he  is  not  aware  of  any  occupation  or  trade  carried  on 
in  the  City  that  is  injurious  to  the  eyes  or  likely  to  cause  blind¬ 
ness  . 

Infants  who  at  birth  may  have  Ophthalmia  are  treated  at 
their  homes  by  their  own  doctor  or  at  the  Ophthalmic  Hos¬ 
pital.  The  Midwives  practising  in  the  City  are  instructed 
in  methods  of  prevention  and  successfully  make  use  of  them. 

At  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  in  Castle  Street,  anyone  suffer¬ 
ing  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes  is  seen  and  treated 
without  delay,  and  the  patients  are  admitted  to  the  wards 
if  the  Surgeon  thinks  it  necessary. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

By  Dr.  Marion  B.  Andrews. 

Staff,  Scheme  of  Work  and  Premises. — There  has  been 
no  change  during  the  year. 


Home  Visiting,  Medical  and  Weighing  Clinics. — There 
is  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  in  former  reports. 
Tables  I,  II  and  III,  give  details  as  to  numbers  visited,  and 
attending  the  various  Clinics. 


Dental  Clinics. — Mr.  Matley  Moore  reports  that  he  has 
treated  50  women  and  14  children,  the  total  visits  made  being 
171.  For  the  women  376  teeth  were  extracted,  and  for  the 
children  25,  while  15  were  treated  in  other  ways.  General 
anaesthetics  were  given  to  22  women  and  1  child,  and  13  women 
were  supplied  with  dentures,  against  8  in  the  previous  year, 
and  4  in  1926. 


Classes  for  Mothers.— The  attendance  at  these  had  become 
so  large  that  in  the  interests  of  teaching  an  effort  was  made  to 
limit  the  numbers.  Many  of  the  women  had  been  attending 
for  several  years,  and  were  inclined  to  treat  the  class  more  as  a 
pleasant  social  afternoon.  It  was  felt  that  this  rather  hindered 
the  newcomers  from  receiving  as  much  benefit  as  they  might, 
so  by  combing  out  those  who  had  already  attended  for  three 
years,  more  useful  Classes  were  formed,  more  manageable 
in  numbers. 
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Dinners. — Our  best  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mrs.  Duncan, 
who  continues  to  supervise  this  most  excellent  and  valuable 
branch  of  our  work.  Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  were 
supplied  with  6,232  dinners,  against  4,864  in  the  previous  year. 
The  cost  was  £223  15s.  3d. 


Home  Helps. — These  were  allowed  to  109  women,  as  against 
63  in  1927,  at  a  cost  of  .£54  5s.  Od. 


Notification  of  Births  and  Still  Births. — Of  the  805 
live  births,  and  39  still  births  notified  to  us  : — 


Midwives  notified  .... 
Doctors  ,,  .... 
Maternity  Nurses  notified 
Parents  notified 
Master  of  Workhouse 
Infirmary 
Maternitv  Home 


657  live  and  31  still  births. 


11 

»> 

ii 

— 

1 1 

1 1 

35 

n 

ii 

1 

ii 

1 1 

4 

n 

ii 

— 

ii 

1 1 

17 

>> 

ii 

1 

ii 

ii 

oc 

>> 

ii 

3 

ii 

ii 

50 

a 

ii 

3 

ii 

ii 

Treatment  at  the  Infirmary. — Under  the  new  scheme  by 
which  the  City  Council  is  making  a  block  grant  for  treatment, 
one  woman  (contracted  pelvis  and  pregnant)  and  52  children 
were  sent  to  the  Infirmary. 

Of  these  18  were  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic  Department  for 
rickets  and  allied  conditions,  and  2  for  birth  paraylses.  Four 
cases  of  otorrhea,  one  of  enlarged  tonsils,  and  two  of  nasal 
obstruction  were  sent  to  the  Throat  Department.  One  case 
of  hernia,  12  of  phimosis,  and  2  cases  of  naevus  were  sent  for 
operation,  while  the  other  10  cases  included  periostitis  (1); 
convulsions  (2);  V.D.  (3);  wasting  (1);  cyst  of  forehead  (1); 
severe  tongue  tie  (1)  ;  prolapsus  ani  (1). 
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Midwifery  Fees. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  claims 
dealt  with  under  the  Midwives’  Act,  1918: — 


Number  of  Claims 
Amout  of  Claims  .... 
Excused  all  payment 
Left  City  before  payment 
could  be  claimed 
Paid  eventually  direct  to 

j 

Doctor 

Midwife’s  claim  disallowed 
Had  paid  Insurance  Scheme 

Fee  . 

To  repay  in  full  . 

Amount  to  be  recovered  in 
full  payments 
To  repay  in  part  .... 
Amount  to  be  recovered  in 
part  payments 


Doctor.  Midwife.  TotaL 

48  13  61 

£72/15/6  £11/8/-  £84/3/6 

13  12  25 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

—  1  1 

25  —  25 

7—7 

mi-  -  mi - 

i  —  i 

14/-  —  14/- 


Claims  from  56  doctors  and  4  midwives  were  received  too 
late  for  investigation  before  the  end  of  the  year. 


•*v 


A  total  sum  of  £10/2/-  was  therefore  to  be  recovered  from 
8  persons,  and  of  this 


3  completed  payments  to  the  amount  of  .... 

4  had  made  part  payments  to  the  amount  of 

5  still  owe 


£  s.  d. 
2  12  0 
1  2  6 
6  7  6 


£10  2  0 
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At  the  end  of  1927  six  doctors’  and  three  midwives’  claims 
were  received  too  late  for  investigation,  and  of  these  payment 
was  excused  in  4  doctors’  and  3  midwives’  claims,  while  2 
part  payments  to  the  amount  of  .£1  Is.  Od.  were  required. 


To  these  we  must  add  the  8  who  still  owed  sums  amounting 
to  £5  9s.  6d.,  so  that  10  persons  owed  a  total  of  £6  10s.  6d. 
for  the  previous  year.  Of  these 

1  claim  was  remitted,  the  amount  being  5/-. 

4  completed  payments  to  the  amount  of  £ 2  17s.  6d. 

5  were  handed  over  to  the  City  Treasurer  owing  £3  8s.  Od* 


Of  the  1  claim  left  outstanding  from  1925,  and  the  5  left  from 
1926,  one  payment  was  remitted  by  the  Committee  and  the 
other  five  were  handed  over  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

Infant  Deaths. — With  46  deaths  and  784  notified  births, 
our  infant  motality  rate  for  this  year  was  59  per  1,000. 


Of  the  46  deaths,  18  had  occurred  before  the  eleventh  day, 
which  is  the  day  on  which  our  Health  Visitors  pay  their  first 
visit,  12  of  these  being  due  to  some  congenital  deformity  or 
accident  associated  with  birth.  Of  the  remainder,  respiratory 
affections,  and  debility  assigned  to  prematurity,  appear  as  the 
chief  causes  of  death,  as  they  have  done  in  former  years. 
These  should  be  preventable,  but  are  little  affected  by  the  work 
of  the  M.  &  C.W.  Department,  being  dependent  mainly  on 
housing  conditions.  In  this  they  differ  from  diseases  of  the 
digestive  system  which  Child  Welfare  work  has  done  so  much 
to  decrease,  and  which  in  the  year  under  review  could  be 
considered  the  chief  cause  of  death  in  only  four  cases. 
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In  conclusion  I  have  again  to  thank  Mrs.  A.  Spreckley, 
Miss  Glenny  and  Miss  Jacomb  for  their  regular  and  invaluable 
help  at  the  Weighing  Clinics  ;  Inspector  Baxter,  N.S.P.C.C., 
help  with  difficult  cases  ;  Miss  Steel  and  the  girls  of  the 
Secondary  School  for  a  magnificient  gift  of  clothing;  Mrs. 
Coverdale  for  a  beautiful  and  complete  layette  ;  Mrs.  Sanders 
for  shawl,  cot  blankets  and  money  ;  and  many  anonymous 
friends  for  various  gifts. 


To  the  Infant  Health  Society  under  its  new  organisation  we 
are,  as  always,  again  indebted  for  dental  and  surgical  appliances, 
for  Dispensary  Letters  and  for  milk  and  other  help  for  pneu¬ 


monia  cases. 
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TABLE  I. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


Visits  paid  to  Homes  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


To  Infants  under  1  year  .... 

First. 

653 

Return. 

5,118 

Total. 

5,771 

To  Children  1-5  years 

— 

— 

6,275 

To  Expectant  Mothers 

317 

323 

640 

To  Mothers  after  confinement 

— 

— 

38 

Total  ....  .... 

970 

5,441 

12,724 

To  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Total 

Visits. 

29 

,,  ,,  ,,  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  .... 

10 

,,  ,,  ,,  Measles  and  German  Measles 

....  250 

,,  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

....  119 

,,  ,,  ,,  Epidemic  Diarrhea 

75 

,,  ,,  ,,  Poliomyelitis  . 

_  — 

Total  . 

....  483 

In  connection  with — 

Infant  Deaths 

27 

Still  Births 

43 

Midwifery  Fees 

54 

Dental  Cases 

20 

Other  Cases 

....  1818 

Total  ....  ....  ....  .... 

....  1962 
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D. 

Total  Visits  paid  on  District — 
Group  A.  . 


•  •  •  • 


12,724 

483 

1,962 


Total 


•  •  •  • 


15,169 
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TABLE  II. 


Clinics  held  by  the  M.  &  C.W.  Medical  Officer. 


South 

North 

West 

Central 

Total 

1.  Number  of  Meetings 

20 

20 

20 

21 

81 

2.  Attendances 

Infants  under  1  year  : 

First  Visits 

75 

80 

88 

63 

306 

Return  Visits 

98 

109 

98 

143 

448 

Total 

173 

189 

186 

206 

754 

Children  1 — 5  years  : 

First  Visits 

2 

6 

7 

7 

22 

Return  Visits 

78 

68 

86 

100 

332 

Total 

80 

74 

93 

107 

354 

Ante-Natal  Women — 

First  Visits 

34 

38 

36 

52 

160 

Return  Visits 

17 

11 

15 

14 

57 

Total 

51 

49 

51 

66 

217 

Post-Natal  Women — 

First  Visits 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Return  Visits 

49 

40 

50 

51 

190 

Total 

49 

40 

50 

53 

192 

Special  Women — 

First  Visits 

11 

13 

7 

6 

37 

Return  Visits 

18 

19 

16 

28 

81 

Total 

29 

32 

23 

34 

118 

57 


South 

North 

West 

Central 

Total 

Total  Attendances — 

Children  .... 

253 

263 

279 

313 

1108 

Women 

129 

121 

124 

151 

525 

Total 

382 

384 

403 

464 

1633 

3.  Number  who  made  more 
than  one  visit — 
Infants  under  1  year 

45 

44 

43 

67 

199 

Children  1—5  years 

8 

12 

16 

13 

49 

Ante-Natal  Women.... 

13 

8 

11 

7 

39 

Post-Natal  Women  .... 

29 

27 

32 

26 

114 

4.  Average  Attendance  per 
Session — 

Children 

12.6 

13.1 

13.9 

14.9 

13.6 

Women 

6.4 

6.0 

6.2 

7.1 

6.4 

Total 

19.0 

19.1 

20.1 

22.0 

20.0 
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TABLE  III. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  weighing  Centres. 


South 

North 

West 

Central 

Total 

1.  Number  of  Meetings — 

47 

46 

47 

47 

187 

2.  Total  Visits — 

Infants  under  1  year 

377 

834 

591 

1069 

2871 

Children  1—5  years 

50 

58 

79 

206 

393 

Total  Children.... 

427 

892 

670 

1275 

3264 

Expectant  Mothers 

— 

39 

17 

84 

140 

Other  Women 

130 

143 

232 

217 

722 

Total  Women  .... 

130 

182 

249 

301 

862 

3.  Average  attendance  per 
Session — 

Children 

9.0 

19.4 

14.2 

27.1 

17.4 

Women 

2.7 

4.0 

5.3 

6.4 

4.6 

Total 

11.7 

23.4 

19.5 

33.5 

22.0 

4.  First  Visits — 

Children 

65 

92 

74 

159 

390 

Expectant  Mothers 

— 

18 

9 

21 

48 

Total 

65 

110 

83 

180 

438 

5.  Classes  for  Mothers — 

Number  of  Meetings  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Number  of  Women  enrolled  ....  ....  ....  101 

Total  attendances  ....  .  ....  296 
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Incidence  of  certain  Diseases  occurring 
among  Women  and  Children. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified.  The  Confine¬ 
ment  was  difficult  and  the  patient  was  admitted  to  the  General 
Infirmary  for  operation.  A  good  recovery  was  made. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Eight  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
occurred.  All  the  patients  were  in  charge  of  a  doctor  from  the 
beginning  of  labour.  In  three  cases  the  baby  was  the  first 
child  and  the  labour  a  difficult  one.  In  one  case  the  confine¬ 
ment  took  place  in  a  Maternity  Home.  In  two  cases  the 
patients  were  removed  to  the  General  Infirmary  at  the  request 
of  the  doctor  in  attendance.  In  five  cases  no  official  help  was 
desired. 

All  the  patients  made  good  recoveries. 

One  other  case  was  notified  from  a  Maternity  Home,  the 
patient  having  come  to  Worcester  from  an  adjoining  County 
for  her  confinement.  On  admission  she  was  found  to  have  a 
septic  wound  of  the  leg  and  the  infection  became  generalized 
and  brought  about  her  death. 

Maternal  Mortality.  The  Health  Committee  considered 
a  Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  this  subject,  and  he  also 
had  a  consultation  with  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  Medical 
Society.  The  Society  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  appoint  one  of  their  members  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer 
in  making  the  enquiry  into  a  case  of  a  maternal  death.  A  copy 
of  the  enquiry  form  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  of 
the  explanatory  note  had  been  sent  to  every  medical  practitioner 
in  the  City, 
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There  was  no  death  consequent  on  childbirth  during  the  year. 

The  City  has  been  very  fortunate  in  having  had  compara¬ 
tively  few  deaths  consequent  on  Childbirth.  During  the  10 
years  1918  to  1927,  there  were  9,002  births  registered  and  the 
Maternal  Death-rate  was  2.11  per  1,000  births. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  hope  by  obtaining  a  large  amount  of 
information  on  this  matter,  to  be  able  to  advise  some  methods 
of  prevention. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Three  cases  only  were  notified, 
one  child  was  treated  at  home,  and  two  at  the  Ophthalmic 
Hospital.  The  eyes  recovered  without  damage,  except  that 
one  eye  had  a  small  corneal  scar  left. 

In  two  instances  midwives  sent  babies  to  the  Ophthalmic 
Hospital  with  “  slight  inflammation  of  the  eyes,”  but  the 
Surgeon  did  not  think  them  cases  of  Ophthalmia. 

Measles. — An  extensive  outbreak  of  measles  occurred 
during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year.  No  severe  out¬ 
break  has  been  experienced  since  1913. 

There  were  more  than  1,200  children  attending  the  Elemen¬ 
tary  Schools  attacked,  and  of  this  number  751  children  were 
in  the  Infants’  Departments.  Doubtless  many  more  children 
under  school  age  were  attacked. 

There  were  35  deaths,  33  under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  2 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  10  years.  The  fatality  of  an  epidemic 
of  measles  depends  on  the  climatic  conditions  prevailing  when 
the  outbreak  occurs,  as  the  deaths  are  largely  due  to  lung 
complications  such  as  lobular  pneumonia. 
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There  has  been  no  extensive  epidemic  of  measles  in  Worcester 
since  1913-14,  when  in  the  4th  quarter  of  1913,  33  deaths 
from  Measles  were  registered.  During  the  14  years  1914  to 
1927,  60  deaths  were  caused  by  Measles,  a  yearly  average  of 

about  4. 

Whooping  Cough. — Five  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
this  disease.  The  deaths  were  all  in  children  under  5  years. 

The  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927  came  into 
operation  on  July  1st,  1928.  It  repealed  Part  II  of  the  Mid¬ 
wives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926. 

The  definition  of  a  Nursing  Home  in  Section  10  of  the  Act 
seems  to  include  the  Worcester  General  Infirmary  and  the 
Ophthalmic  Hospital.  The  City  Council  granted  exemption 
from  the  operation  of  the  Act  to  these  two  Institutions. 

The  only  other  Nursing  Home  in  the  City  is  “  Southbank  ” 
which  is  already  registered  under  the  Midwives  and  Maternity 
Act. 

Registration  of  Stillbirths. — There  were  39  Stillbirths 
registered,  31  of  which  were  reported  by  Midwives. 

Midwives. — There  are  15  Midwives  who  notified  their 
intention  to  practice  during  1928.  All  but  two  have  the  C.M.B. 
Certificate  and  those  two  attended  during  the  year  only  17 
confinements. 

Nine  of  the  Midwives  are  in  private  practice  and  six  are  on 
the  staff  of  the  City  and  County  Nursing  Institution. 

The  Midwives  attended  744  cases  of  confinements  and  called 
Medical  help  in  136.  In  116  cases,  doctors  had  been  engaged 
previous  to  the  confinement. 
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There  were  50  women  resident  in  the  City  who  were  confined 
in  the  Maternity  Home  in  the  Tything. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff. — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  Staff  of  the 
Department  during  the  year. 

The  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Mabyn  Read),  acts  as  Medical 
Officer,  as  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  patients 
in  the  City  Hospitals.  He  also  does  the  Medical  Work  for 
the  Committee  dealing  with  Mental  Deficiency. 

Dr.  Marion  Andrews  is  School  Medical  Officer  and  Assis¬ 
tant  Medical  Officer,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  clinics  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work,  and  directs  the  work  of 
the  four  Health  Visitors. 

The  Chief  Inspector,  Mr.  Ralph  Taylor,  has  two  Assistant 
Inspectors  and  each  has  charge  of  about  one  half  of  the  City. 

In  the  Health  Office  are  two  Clerks  and  a  junior  Clerk. 
In  the  M.  and  C.W.  department  there  are  three  lady  Clerks, 
two  of  whom  give  half  time  to  School  Medical  Work.  There 
is  a  Nurse  for  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Work. 

All  the  above  are  whole-time  Officers. 

There  is  a  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Orthopaedic  work,  both 
at  the  Hospital  and  the  Out-patients’  Clinic,  and  an  Orthopaedic 
Nurse. 
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Also  a  Dental  Surgeon  who  treats  patients  from  the  Schools, 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 

The  last  three  Officers  are  part-time  only. 

The  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at 
the  Laboratory  of  the  County  Council  at  the  Shirehali.  During 
1928,  267  swabs  were  sent  by  Medical  men  and  310  by  the 
Medical  Officer  from  throat  or  nose  for  diagnostic  purposes. 
Sputum  was  sent  in  295  instances  for  examination  and  12 
specimens  (of  blood  or  excreta)  from  persons  suffering  from 
Typhoid  Fever. 

Twenty-one  other  specimens  were  sent  by  Medical  Men  for 
examination. 


Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  132 

(b)  As  part  of  a  Municipal  housing  scheme  ....  84 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1861 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ....  412 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation....  ....  ....  48 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  471 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  render¬ 
ed  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ....  ....  323 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers: — - 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning  Act,  1925: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  : — 

[a)  By  Owners — work  now  being  done  ....  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 

pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of  in¬ 
tention  to  close  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied....  ....  ....  ....  ....  220 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied: — 

( a )  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  188 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ....  ....  ....  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made....  ....  7 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  6 


Table  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1928  and  Ten  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Infant  Mortality,  1928.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 
Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

.... 

.... 

Measles 

1 

6 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

i 

i 

1 

Influenza 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .... 

i 

i 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  .... 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  T uberculous ) 

.... 

i 

.... 

Convulsions 

1 

l 

1 

2 

Laryngitis  .... 

.... 

Bronchitis  .... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea 

1 

i 

3 

2 

6 

Enteritis  (including  Colitis) 
Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

2 

1 

3 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

i 

l 

i 

Atelectasis  .... 

2 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

3 

7 

Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

1 

8 

1 

9 

Atrophy,  Debility,.... 

.... 

1 

1 

1 

and  Marasmus  .... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Inanition 

Other  Causes 

1 
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2 

15 

3 

.... 

4 

22 

4 

5 

7 

8 

46 

Nett  Birth  (  legitimate  749. 
registered  j 

in  the  year  (  illegitimate  35. 


Nett  Deaths  (legitimate  infants  43 
in  the  i 

year  !  illegitimate  infants  3 
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